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Airyka Rockefeller’s current collage series immediately concedes its orientation in 
its title. Yes, Where With All is a play on words but it also acts as a compass, a tool 
that determines direction through a simple frame of reference… and this title so 
quickly points to ideas concerning the complexity of geography, universality, and 
inhabitation, and then ushers us into new worlds in which to find our own way in. 

Aptly, all of Rockefeller’s source material is culled from old issues of National 
Geographic Magazine, and for this particular series of collages she only used issues 
that pre-dated her own birth year of 1979 in order to ensure that she approached 
the magazine’s imagery without nostalgia. A sense of wonder is integral to 
Rockefeller’s process— she browses and responds to photographs on a gut level, 
selecting objects, architectural or landscape elements and bodily gestures, and then 
groups her cuttings into piles based on subject matter, shape, and color palette. 
Much like the exquisite corpse method, Rockefeller’s practice is like a game of mix 
and match as she shifts, layers, and constructs her compositions onto paper, aiming 
to let “the edge of one piece react to and inform the edge of another piece to make 
something larger and more magical than either one alone.” 

Rockefeller’s carefully assembled collages are minimal and haunting, and evoke 
feelings of familiarity and disorientation simultaneously. The expansive imagery of 
place and elements of architecture, the singular familiar patina, and the anonymous 
but distinct figures found in her National Geographic cuttings all converge together 
to create new, fantastical landscapes that reveal not just how big the world is but 
how differently we inhabit it, how strangely and beautifully we imagine versions of 
it for ourselves. 

Rockefeller’s collages ask the viewer to be in two places at once— home and 
faraway, in transit and at rest, among the fantastical and the real, amidst our 
memories and our unknown futures, and to enter into all of these states with the 
same sense of awe and awareness. 


